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Over the last 18 months we have been
covering the progress of the Town
Council’s plans to build and move into
new offices at Kett’s Park. The many
advantages more than justify the move.
The present office in Middleton Street, with the
Council Chamber on the first floor, presents
all kinds of problems for those with limited
mobility. Grounds equipment kept in the
small yard behind the office building has to
be moved through a one-way traffic system,
and is remote from most of the main areas for
which it is needed: the new site at Kett’s Park
will provide covered space for the equipment
and a base for grounds staff.

The council has accumulated reserves which
will meet more than a third of the £1.8 million
cost. Savings on the lease and on the running
costs of the present building will pay charges
on a Public Works Loan Board facility, and it
is envisaged that the project will be completed
with no increase in Council Tax required from
Wymondham ratepayers.
It has been exciting to watch the steel
framework taking shape this summer, and
this recent photo shows how the work has
progressed. The project is on target and
completion is expected round about Easter
next year.
Robert Kett returned to
Wymondham at the weekend
to celebrate the 470th
anniversary of his famous
rebellion. Once again, he
was surrounded by hundreds
of followers who all enjoyed an
interactive day with medieval antics
and the modern-day excitement
of funfair rides, craft stalls and
delicious food and drink.
See story on page 3
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Town Council News
Very good progress is being made on the new Town Council offices at Kett’s Park, as you’ll have seen if you
have visited the council’s major leisure and recreation centre recently. The Council hopes to move there from
its present Middleton Street offices round about Easter next year. Less good news to report is the recent closure
of the town centre post office, and the search is on for a new home for this important service. And Robert Kett
returned to Wymondham recently, but this time to entertain us rather than to lead a people’s revolt.

Town Post Office closes
Market Street saw some dramatic changes at the end of August as the One
Stop convenience store closed, and with it the town centre Post Office. If you
want to use Post Office Counters services in Wymondham you’ll now need to go
to the Budgens store in Lime Tree Avenue.
The Post Office is closing many local offices and as letters are replaced by text or email and
we now do much of our shopping on line, with packages delivered to our door, demand for
old familiar postal services is steadily declining, making traditional post offices uneconomic
to run. Locating post offices in thriving business premises has been a solution for some years,
but such premises are themselves becoming less viable with the rise of supermarket shopping.
Some services can only be provided by a post office, and while a more permanent solution is
being sought, the Post Office is proposing to locate a mobile post office on the Market Place
on Thursday afternoons. While this may be adequate as a temporary solution, it is another
example of the decline of town centres which is being seen countrywide.

Meeting dates
– council &
committees
The Town Council normally meets on
the first Tuesday of each month with
the Finance and General Purposes
and Leisure and Environment,
Enterprise and Tourism committees
meeting on the third Tuesday of
alternate months. The Planning
Lighting and Highways committee
deals with planning applications and
meets on the first and third Tuesday
of each month.
Dates until December are set out
below. The complete list is available
on the Town Council’s website.
September

Tourist Information Advisor
Wymondham Town Council has an opportunity to join our small
and professional Tourist Information staff.
The successful applicant will be based at our Tourist Information Centre which is
situated inside the historic Market Cross in the Market Place. Previous experience in
customer service and a knowledge of the history of the Town would be an advantage.
If you are a good team player, customer aware, well-motivated, enthusiastic
and with a flexible approach you might be the person we are looking for.
This a permanent part-time position of flexible hours.
Salary will be scale point 3 currently £9.36 per hour.
Application forms and further information are available from:
The Town Clerk, Council Offices,
14 Middleton Street, Wymondham, NR18 0AD
or Telephone 01953 603302.
Closing date for applications 31/10/2019.
Applicants should note that the Market Cross is a Grade 1 listed building
with limited access and facilities.

17	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Leisure and
Environment, Enterprise and
Tourism
October
1	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Town Council
15	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Finance and General
Purposes
November
5	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Town Council
19	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Leisure and
Environment, Enterprise and
Tourism
December
3	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Town Council
17	Planning Lighting and Highways
followed by Finance and General
Purposes
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Who are your councillors?
As a result of the elections in May, the following have been elected to serve until the next Local Government elections in May 2023 (May 2021 for
County Councillors), representing Wymondham on the county (NCC), district (SNC) and or town councils.
Central
Miss W Batchelor

16 Esprit Close NR18 9LY

07718594142

wednesdaybatchelor@hotmail.co.uk

WTC

Mr R Savage

‘Kingston’ 6 Park Lane NR18 9BG

603722

rsavage@s-norfolk.gov.uk

WTC, SNC

Mr K Hurn

10 Sheffield Road NR18 0LX

798492

kevin.hurn.kh@gmail.com

WTC, SNC

Mr I Flatt

48 Orchard Way NR18 0NY

603398

ianorchardflatt@hotmail.com

WTC

Mr P Travis

33 Damgate Street NR18 0BG

601777

pete@petegreen.co.uk

WTC

14 Bramble Way NR18 0UN

600829

pbroome.309@gmail.com

WTC

Mrs Y Astley

142 Norwich Road NR18 0UX

600852

yvette.astley72@gmail.com

WTC

Mr A Holden

31 Ashleigh Gardens NR18 0EX

857316

tholden88@yahoo.com

WTC, SNC

Mr J Hornby

9 Papillon Road NR18 0WD

600300

jackhornby@btinternet.com

WTC, SNC

Miss P Hubble

11 Petunia Court NR18 0FR

604113

penny.h@gmail.com

WTC

Mr D Roberts

12 Rothbury Close NR18 0LE

605510

dave.roberts.libdem@gmail.com

WTC

Mr J Halls

2 Chapel Loke, Spooner Row NR18 9LS

600720

julian.halls@talktalk.net

WTC, SNC

Mrs A James

62 Wood Avens Way NR18 0XP

605554

annettelibdem@gmail.com

WTC

Mrs S Nuri

15 Silfield Avenue NR18 9BD

606146

suzannelibdem@gmail.com

WTC, SNC

2 Orchard Way NR18 9NX

604482

joe.mooney.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk

Pear Tree House, Turnpike, Bunwell NR16 1SP

07745 163169

colin.foulger@gmail.com

East
Mr P Broome
North

South

County councillors
Wymondham
Mr J F Mooney
Forehoe
Mr C Foulger

Kett returns to Wymondham
Kett’s Fun Day and Fayre, organised by South Norfolk
Council, celebrated Wymondham’s very own hero
Robert Kett who in 1549 led a rebellion against the
injustices faced by the peasants.
The Black Knight Historical performers recreated a Tudor Camp,
allowing visitors to interact with characters from the 16th century
and learn what life was like in this turbulent period. Robert Kett
delivered the famous speech he made to the peasants before
they marched on Norwich at the start of the Rebellion.
South Norfolk Cabinet member Kay Mason Billig said: “This has
been a fantastic day and it’s wonderful to see so many people
enjoying themselves and finding out more about the history of
the town. If you want to know more about what happened to
Robert Kett, visit Wymondham and take our Heritage Trail.”
Wymondham’s Heritage Trail is a free interactive augmented
reality walking tour that you can download to your smart phone.
You can download the app on Google Play or the App store for
free and go to the Wymondham museum to try out the seated
virtual reality experience free of charge.
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Community News
As is often the case with our autumn edition, we have a number of ‘green’ stories to bring you. Wymondham in Bloom
features strongly, and we congratulate the Town Team for their coordinating achievements, and all those businesses and
householders who helped to make our town look so beautiful through the summer months. Biodiversity is celebrated with
an award for Wymondham Nature Group, and we are reminded of Moot Hill, a hidden scheduled Monument adjacent to
Kett’s Park. And you can step back in time to hear what church music would have sounded like 200 years ago.

Wymondham in Bloom -

smiling faces and beautiful flowers
Wymondham in Bloom judging
day in July was a marvellous
marathon of smiling faces and
beautiful flowers. The Town Team
volunteers were overwhelmed at
the community-wide support they
received for this project. More than
sixty of our high street businesses
joined in with the campaign, along
with a number of community groups
and residents.
Judging day began in the morning with
an expert panel of Wymondham Garden
Club members closely eyeing up the town
centre shop fronts. Two teams covered the
long route from Yum Yum’s Sweet Shop
on Fairland Street all the way to Sunkissed
Tanning & Beauty on Town Green. They
were hugely impressed with the creativity
shown, and struggled to narrow down
the top ten displays to three. However,
the final placings were first, The Green
Dragon (also the popular choice in an online vote), second, Big C Charity shop and
third, Star Throwers Charity shop.
In the afternoon, Wymondham’s first
ever Anglia in Bloom judging tour
was undertaken. The tour took in the
following stops:
Ashleigh School Farm: a spectacular
example of how to educate nursery and
primary school children about where food
comes from.
Robert Kett Court: the dining area
courtyard garden revamp was an
incredible community collaboration
involving more than 100 different people
from all around Wymondham..
Kett’s Park Woodland Walk: a serene
forest oasis for a quiet walk right on
many people’s doorstep. The Greening
Wymondham volunteers carefully manage
Continued on page 5

Judging in progress With over sixty entries to consider, this year’s Wymondham in Bloom judges had a busy day
inspecting the product of Wymondham gardeners’ labours

A helping hand with all your
legal requirements
We provide a full legal service to large and small businesses and to individuals in all walks
of life. We pride ourselves on providing a ﬁrst class, personal service to all of our clients
every �me. We take care to achieve sensible solu�ons to our clients’ problems.

• Equity Release
• Lease Extensions

Home visits are available on request but further charges may apply.
LATE NIGHT THURSDAY - PRE-BOOKED APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE UNTIL 6PM

Official Legal Partner

PROPERTY | COMMERCIAL | FAMILY | CRIME | PERSONAL INJURY | LITIGATION | EMPLOYMENT | WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE | MEDIATION
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the woodland, and worked hard this
year to lay down a pram and wheelchair
accessible path surface.
Toll’s Meadow: a sea of wildflowers
only four minutes’ walk from Market
Place. A shining example of biodiversity in
a town centre with a paved path making
the meadow accessible to all.
Wymondham Town Centre: more
than 60 business shop fronts, churches
and residential properties were in bloom.
Other highlights included Priory Gardens,
the council flower planters and the War
Memorial.
Becketswell: a popular green space with
a lovely view of the Abbey. The well-kept
path’s usage was well demonstrated by
Wymondham’s residents of all ages, both
two-legged and four.
Wymondham Abbey: not only was the
building looking spectacular but so were
the wildflowers, rose bushes and herb
garden, lovingly tended by volunteers.
The team are already brainstorming ideas
for Wymondham in Bloom 2020 so don’t
hesitate to get in touch if you’d like to
get involved. For more information please
contact: Kimberly Carsok, Coordinator of
Wymondham in Bloom – wymbloom@
gmail.com
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Recognition sought for
Moot Hill Monument
Greening Wymondham is seeking to
recognise the historical importance
of Moot Hill, one of three Scheduled
Monuments in Wymondham, the
other two being the Market Cross
and the Abbey. The proposal would
allow Moot Hill to feature more
prominently in Wymondham’s
historical landscape.
Moot Hill is a medieval ringwork, oval
shaped, about 150m by 130m, with an
impressive bank over 3m high and a
surrounding ditch, partially water-filled.
It is located at Kett’s Park, surrounded by
the woodland near to the railway line.
However it is currently privately owned and
has no public access. It is overgrown and
in a state of neglect
Soon after the Norman Conquest in 1066
AD, many motte and bailey castles were
built by the invading Normans. Moot Hill
was built by the D’Albini family between
1088 and 1139 and may be such a
motte. If so, the castle was probably built
of wood, as although excavations have

Stop Press: Wymondham are
Winners of regional awards!
Wymondham is celebrating winning three awards at
its very first attempt at the Anglia in Bloom regional
finals held at St Ives on Tuesday 10 September.
The organising team behind the town’s success, Kim Carsok,
Paula Gorst and Annette James, collected award trophies
for Best New Entry, Best Young People’s Project (under
12s) - Ashleigh School Farm and Best Commercial Area –
Wymondham High Street/Market Street. In the Biodiversity
category, Toll’s Meadow was a certificate winning finalist.
Overall, Wymondham achieved a Silver Gilt Award in the
large town category - the second-highest level of recognition
possible. “We are thrilled and genuinely surprised to have
achieved this degree of success at our very first attempt.
We are definitely looking forward to the challenge of going
for Gold in 2020” said Town Team’s Kim, the driving force
behind Wymondham’s entry.
“One judge told me that as newcomers we ‘wiped the floor’
with the standard of our entries – what an accolade for our
town!” commented Annette while Paula added that “The
Anglia in Bloom judges said they were extremely impressed
with our town’s beauty and community spirit. We hope all the
wonderful community groups, volunteers and businesses who
took part this year will agree that, as newcomers, we have been
amazingly successful and all their hard work has paid off”.

been carried out, no trace of any buildings
has yet been found. In some cases a
mound built as a motte may have seen
later use as a moot hill, a meeting place
for people where proclamations might
be read, decisions undertaken and court
cases settled.
Through contact with Historic England,
Greening Wymondham has been informed
that the owners are in principle willing to
hand all rights to a public body. Greening
Wymondham have had a preliminary
discussion with South Norfolk Council who
have expressed support in achieving this.
As a site of national historic importance,
the Greening Wymondham team feel
Moot Hill needs to be brought into public
ownership to allow public access, and
given active management to reverse the
years of neglect before it is too late.
To give support and your thoughts
contact Greening Wymondham via email
greening.wymondham@gmail.
com or the Greening Wymondham
Facebook page.

About Wymondham

6

Wymondham Community Events – Autumn 2019
September
Fri 13 to Sun 22

Heritage Open Days Twenty-fifth Anniversary – different dates in various venues around town

Town Centre

Sat 14

Harvest Fest – foodie and craft stalls – entertainment for everyone in Abbey and churchyard

Abbey

Sun 15

11–3
12–3
2.30pm

Morris Dancing – visiting dance teams from all over the country hosted by Golden Star Morris
Market Place
celebrating 40 years
Regal Experience film: A Yank in the RAF starring Tyrone Power and Betty Grable. Also Porky Pig
Ex Services Club
Swooner Crooner
Exhibition: Another Lens, Another Image from local photography group First Monday until 22 Sept (12–5
Arts Centre
Sun)

Tue 17

10–5

Farmers’ Market: a hub for fine quality local produce and a regular fixture in the town’s social life.

Market Place

Big Autumn Litter Pick, start at Central Hall. Info from Peter 01953 601178

Central Hall

Sat 21

9–1
10–
12.30pm
11

Coffee-time organ recital: James Dunne – On a Lighter Note including popular orchestral transcriptions

Abbey

10–4

Wymondham Heritage Museum – special hourly tours

Bridewell

10–4

Mumma Earth Market, a family event to promote sustainable and eco-friendly living.

Central Hall

10–5

Exhibition: Encore – paintings, drawings, ceramics, recycled metal sculptures and more until 29 Sept
(12–5 Sun)

Arts Centre

10–5

The Wow Factor – ceramics from selected artists until 13 Oct (12–5 Sun)

Arts Centre

7.30

Town Council meeting

Tiffey Room, Central Hall

7.30

The Wymondham Rotary Satellite Group Quiz Night. Arrive 6.45pm for 7.30 start. Teams of 4 to 6.
Advance booking essential.

Central Hall

Tue 24

October
Tue 1

Fri 11
Sat 12

MNR Autumn Diesel Event see www.mnr.org.uk

Abbey Halt

Sun 13

2.30

Regal Experience film: the Adventures of Robin Hood starring Errol Flynn and Olivia De Havilland

Ex Services Club

Tue 15

10–5

Exhibition by Wymondham Art Society: Paint, Pastel and Pen until 20 Oct (12–5 Sun)

Arts Centre

9.00

Farmers’ Market: a hub for fine quality local produce and a regular fixture in the town’s social life.

Market Place

11

Coffee-time organ recital: Peter O’Connor

Abbey

Tue 22

10–5

Exhibition: Norfolk Makers Art and Craft show showing and selling until 3 Nov (12–5 Sun)

Arts Centre

Sat 26

7.15pm

Norfolk West Gallery Quire present Autumn Leaves: words and music from Georgian England

RC Church

Sat 19

November

10 – 3

Lemon Day – Children’s activities in Baptist Church and Central Hall, art and photography exhibition in
the Tiffey Rm. Themed competitions and window displays around town, Wellbeing displays at the White
Hart and more...
Christmas Gifts and Craft Fair

10 – 5

Norfolk Makers Art and Craft show both showing and selling until 3 Nov (12–5 Sun)

Arts Centre

2.30

Regal Experience film: Key Largo starring Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall. Also The Royal Rodeo

Ex-Services Club

10 – 3
Sat 2

Sun 3
Tue 5

Town centre venues

Abbey

7.30

Town Council meeting

Tiffey Room, Central Hall

2.00

Remembrance Sunday – parade assembles

Market Place

3.00

Remembrance Service

Abbey

Mon 11 11.00

Remembrance Ceremony

War Memorial

Sat 16

9.00

Farmers’ Market: a hub for fine quality local produce and a regular fixture in the town’s social life.

Market Place

Sat 23

7.30

Concert: Wymondham Symphony Orchestra conducted by Andrew Parnell includes Tchaikovsky No 4

Abbey

Sun 10

December
Sun 1

6.30

Fri 6

1.30

Advent Carol Service – an atmospheric service with glorious music and readings to mark the beginning
of Advent
Robert Kett Schoolchildren lay flowers on the anniversary of deaths of Robert and William Kett in1549

Tue 3

7.30

Town Council meeting

Tiffey Room, Central Hall

10–4

Festal Wonder

Abbey

12 – 6

Winterfest Festival

Market Place

4pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols presented by Norfolk Zipper Club for Papworth Hospital

Abbey

2.30

Regal Experience film: Annie Get Your Gun starring Betty Hutton and Howard Keel. Also Happy Holiday Ex-Services Club

Sat 7
Sun 8

Abbey
Becket’s Chapel

Sat 14

7.30

Christmas Concert: Cawston Band directed by Leigh Sharpe. Tickets on the door.

Abbey

Sun 15

6.30

Town Carol Service

Abbey

Sat 21

9.00

Farmers’ Market: a hub for fine quality local produce and a regular fixture in the town’s social life.

Market Place

Autumn 2019
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Community Biodiversity Awards
for Wymondham Nature Group
Award ‘for their
longstanding
and sustained
commitment
to raising
awareness of
local wildlife in
the Wymondham
area’. Also cited
was the Group’s
work in standing
up for wildlife
in a number of
local planning
applications,
and involving
local people
Award winners. Wymondham Nature Group members with their Community
in practical
Biodiversity Award, from left to right, Bob Carpenter (Treasurer), Ann Roberts
(Chairman) and Ann Carpenter (Secretary). Photo: Keiron Tovell
volunteering
and wildlife
recording. Representing the Group at
Every year Norfolk Biodiversity
the Awards Ceremony were Ann Roberts
Partnership (NBP) organises
(Chair), Ann Carpenter (Secretary) and
Community Biodiversity Awards to
Bob Carpenter (Treasurer).
celebrate groups and individuals
throughout Norfolk whose voluntary
Roger and Jenny Jones, founder
efforts have led to improvements for
members of Wymondham Nature Group,
biodiversity across the county, and
won the Award in the ‘Churchyards
greater community engagement
and Cemeteries’ category for their
with local nature sites.
longstanding commitment to Norfolk
Wildlife Trust’s Churchyard Conservation
In the sixteenth year of these awards,
Scheme. In particular, in the past four
Wymondham Nature Group (WyNG)
years they have surveyed around 40
was delighted to receive the Group

churchyards, compiling lists of species
and advising on management plans
to improve and maintain biodiversity
in these very special areas.
Wymondham Nature Group runs a
wide ranging programme of events
throughout the year, including practical
conservation in local nature reserves.
New volunteers are always welcome and
no experience is necessary.
Practical conservation (coppicing) in
Lower Wood, Ashwellthorpe, a Norfolk
Wildlife Trust reserve, starts again on
the first Sunday in October; raking and
mowing at Hethel Churchyard began
in August. For more details about both
sites please contact Anne Edwards on
01603 812309.
To help with practical work on the Town
Council’s nature reserve Tolls Meadow,
Wymondham, please contact volunteer
warden John Beckett 01953 602876.
WyNG’s programme of talks takes place
on the second Thursday of the month
at 7.30pm in the Town Green Centre,
Wymondham, NR18 0PW, admission
£2. More details from Ann Carpenter
01508 488337. wymondham@
norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk
Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership
www.norfolkbiodiversity.org

A family owned,
local and trusted
business
Carpet & Rug Cleaning
Carpets Dry in 30 Minutes with Dry Fusion
• Upholstery & Leather Cleaning
• Curtains Cleaned in situ – No downtime
• Mattress Cleaning & Dust Mite Elimination
• Spot, Stain, Odour & Chewing Gum
Removal
• Milk, Urine, Vomit & Pet Accidents Fixed
• Fabric Protection – keeps items cleaner
•
•

Wymondham Open
Gardens 2020

Before

After

A new team of organisers has
been working on arrangements
for Open Gardens 2020 which
will be held on 6 and 7 June.
Anyone interested in opening their
garden should get in touch with Tony
Fielder on 01953 606127 or email
tonyfielder@btinternet.com

call: Kevin Jarvis
Wymondham: 01953 542 072
Mobile: 07773 280772
54 Folly Road, Wymondham,

Carpet & Upholstery Services
Ad 210mm W x 148mm H K-Jarvis- A5-v2
Created by MAS at Cleaning Doctor

NR18 0QR

www.cleaningdoctor.net/norwich
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A musical experience from
two hundred years ago!
The Norfolk West Gallery Quire is putting on a short concert in
Wymondham to re-create the church music of 200 years ago.
The Quire sings and plays church music from the 18th and 19th
century, evoking a historic ambience by dressing in period
costume and using period-style instruments.
The event takes place on Saturday 26 October at 7.15pm at the
Wymondham Roman Catholic Church, 1 Norwich Road NR18 0QE. Entry
is free, with a collection in aid of the Wymondham Community Kitchen.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.
West Gallery Music is a form of sacred music from the 18th and early 19th
centuries and was performed from specially constructed galleries at the
West end of churches, by singers with frequently more enthusiasm than skill,
accompanied by the village band. It is popularised in the works of Thomas
Hardy, especially “Under the Greenwood Tree”.
Its performance was sometimes disruptive to the service, with the
congregation frequently swivelling their heads to look at the band behind
them, hence the phrase “face the music”. By the middle of the 19th century
organs had replaced the band and the quire became today’s robed choir
and had to sit at the front of the church under the watchful eye of the clergy.
The music was largely forgotten until the 1980s but has been rediscovered
by a new generation of musical re-enactors, and there are now quires in
most parts of the UK.
Tom Herman, musical director of the Norfolk Quire said “Do come and join
us at the concert to savour a musical style sometimes described as hybrid
of Psalm chants and rowdy pub folk tunes!” He added that the quire, which
meets fortnightly for rehearsals in Spooner Row church, is always looking for
new members. “Come along and find out how we have fun!” said Tom.
For more details about the quire or the concert, please contact the quire’s
administrator Barbara Randall on 01953 601939.

Singing praises nearer to Heaven Norfolk West Gallery Quire in
good voice at a recent concert

Keeping in touch
PLEASE BOOK NOW FOR AUTUMN

About Wymondham is published four
times a year. To keep right up to date
visit the Town Council’s website
at wymondhamtowncouncil.org
We welcome your contributions. If
you want to submit articles or photos,
put items in the diary or comment on
content please contact John Wood
on 01953 602051.

LOOK FAB THIS AUTUMN!

To advertise or comment on
circulation please contact the Town
Clerk on 01953 603302. The next
edition will be in December: copy
date is 21st November 2019.

Produced by Naked Marketing 01953 850211 www.nakedmarketing.co.uk

